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Overview of KS4

KS4 begins in Year 9

Your child’s KS4 curriculum will consist of core
subjects and subjects as a result of their
preferred choices

All course are taught across year 9, 10 and 11

GCSE course are linear — examinations take
place at the end of Year 11

BTEC courses combine both assessment
methods: written examination and coursework
which is completed throughout the course.



Progress for All

Students of all abilities should make an expected amount
of progress by the end of KS4.

Outcomes for students will be different depending upon
their starting points.

Every child’s progress is judged against their own starting
point based on their outcomes at the end of KS2:

KS2 Actual outcome | KS4 Expected outcome
90 points Grade 4 or above
100 points Grade 5 or above
110 points Grade 7 or above

For example: two students both achieve a grade 5, one
student (KS2 data: 90 points) may have made exceptional
progress whereas the other student’s (KS2 data: 110
points) progress is significantly below expectations.



Curriculum Design

At St Paul’s Academy the curriculum is
designed to meet the needs & abilities of
all students. Our curriculum is fully
comprehensive and inclusive, and we want
all our students to be successful.

Every student at St Paul’s Academy will
study a core curriculum of subjects,
regardless of their ability.



The Core Curriculum

All students follow the core curriculum and
have the same advantages irrespective of group
or pathway.

 English Language

 English Literature
« Mathematics

« Science
 Religious Studies
e |CT

« Statutory P.E.
« Tutor Time (am & pm) and PHSE programme



The Challenge of the Core Curriculum for
all students in England & Wales

« Reflected in the amount of lesson time allocated to these
subjects

 English, Maths & Science alone:
— 6 separate GCSEs
— 13 terminal examinations

— In addition to this, the other core subjects (RS & ICT)
assessment requirements

— As well as chosen subjects

 Challenging in terms of volume and demand of content,
memory, writing pace, quality of written communication
and amount of reading.



Assessment and Grading:
GCSE & BTEC

Many of our students take a mixture of GCSEs and also Level 2 BTECs
at Key Stage 4.

Some take GCSEs and also Level 1 BTECs at Key Stage 4

GCSE Grades (roughly equivalent) BTEC Level 2 (roughly equivalent)
9 = A* Dist/Dist* = grade 78 9

8 = A* Merit = (Qgrade 6

7 = A Pass = (grade 4/5

§) = B

5 = Low B/High C

4 = C (no resit necessary)

3 = D BTEC Level 1 (roughly equivalent)
2 = = Distinction = grade 3

1 = FIG Merit = grade 2

Pass = grade 1



Combining GCSEs & BTEC.:

being ready for KS5
GCSE/BTEC Results

EXAMPLE:

GCSE Maths TRANSITION TO
GCSE English Language POST 16:
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Combined Science

Enables entry on

. _ to Level 3
GCSE Religious Studies courses:
GCSE Geography v BTEC Level 3
BTEC Level 2 ICT v' A Levels

BTEC Level 2 Sport v 1B Diploma



Vocational Courses: what are
the benefits?

Units of work are ‘banked’ along the way which
really helps support students’ self esteem

A vocational approach which can be career focused

Develop skills in time management, problem solving
and planning

Students are supported with coursework throughout
the course

Recognised and fully accepted by 6" Form providers
and universities

Less focus on the terminal examination
Well recognised in the work place



Preferred Choice Subjects

* Your child has been allocated one of three pathways
using KS2 and KS3 data.

« All pathways consist of the core subjects as well as
preferred choice subjects.

 Preferred choice means students have the opportunity to
express their preferences.

The three pathways for students at St Paul’s Academy are:
CORE + BTEC Citizenship + 2 other qualifications

CORE + Spanish + Humanities + 1 other qualification
CORE + Humanities + 2 other qualifications



KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM FREFEREMCE FORM 2020

Mama of student: <<Forgnames> <<cfumoma>>  Form Sroug: <<regss

o Tuser: << ClmsTaaonenTutor Feded [San) - Tife and Sumoma=>

Fowr child wil study the following core cumicukem subjects:

= Englzh

= Mothemotics

s Iomnos

=  Religious SHudies
s CT

-

Physical Educofion |Cone]
AMND

BTEC CHimenship ond two other curmiculum subjects

Preference Selection - Plecs=s indicote in crder of preference the subjects you would lie= fo
shudy by numbering 1 to 11, with 1 being your fisf choice.

Art ond Design

Buciness Hudies

Cance

Cromo

De=zign Technology
G=ogrophy

A=alth and 2ocial Cars
Aospitalify and Cotering
Milusic

2E/iport

Teufles Design

Fleaze be mindful thot fhe Acodemy will moks every effort wheres posible fo occommodoie
your preference selection but there is no guoroniee. It is unlikely thot stedents will be able o
change their mind after they hove submiled their forms, so it is reclly important fo g=t fhe
preferences right of this sioge.

Signaofure of Porent/Guardian: ...

Signofure of stedent. ...

Forms to be completed and rehrned fo wowr child's Form Tubar mg bater team Friday 149 February 2020




KEY S3TAGE 4 CURRICULUM FREFERENCE FORM 202

chikd wAl tiudy the following
Englhsh

r
-
L]
L]
-
L]
L]

H vou hove selected only one subject from Box A
Four chid will £ ' fhwo subjects from Box B

Freference Selection — Pi=as afe in order of preference the su o woukd o to study
1o 12, wi rfis choice.

Box B

[FAedbee [ ]

Fleose be mindtul that mie Acodemy will make eveny effort whens possinle to gccommcdate vour prafercnce
seleciion buf thers kk no gooronhes. | s unllkely that sfudents will be oble 1o changs tair mind ofter thay hoea
submiSed talr forms, so it s really mportant fo get the prederences right ot this sfage.

Signoture of Farend/Guordion: ..

Signoture of studenk: ..

[

Forms to be compleied and rehened fo vow child's Foom Tubar i labes than Friday 149 February 2020




KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM FREFEREMCE FORM 2020
Marne of sfudent: <<Forenomes> <<Iumarmes> Forrn Group: <<reglkr

Forrn Tutar: <<ClomTeacherTutar Period [Gen) - THe ard Surmarmes>

Fowr child wAil shudy the following core cumiculem subjects:
= Englsh
Mothemotics
Soence
Religious Hudies
izT
Fhysical Educaofion [Core)
Eparith
= Ze=ogrophy or Hetory
[Flease indicate whether you would like to study Geogrophy O History OR bofh].
IF yow wauld Tka 1o study botn, fick BOTH Hetory ond Caograpny i Box A. Pleate mohe, Fyou choose ha thidy Both
Hirtory and Saagrapibyy,. this wil count foryvoor praference ond you will not be regurad fosekect o sue{est fram
o B

Box A

Seogrophy
Hiztory

AND
H you have selected only one subject from Box A
Your child will study one subject from Box B

Preference Selection - Placss indicote in order of prafarence the subject pouwould fice fo study
oy rurmbering 1 to 11, with 1 being pour firs? choice.

Box B

Art ond Design
Business Hudies
Dance

Cromo

Design Technology
French

Heatth and Zocial Cone
Haspitality ard Cotbering
Mluzic

2E3port

Tewfles Design

fieose ba mirdful that the Acodemy will moka awvery e®ort wherg posslble ba accommodohe your preferenes selecHon
Bt There 5 no guoroehea IFs unllkedy ot students wil b oble fo chonge fhaelr mind affer they owe submfhed el foems,
o It Is realky bnportant fo get the prederences right ot this sfoge.

Zignoture of Parend Guardicmns ... e

Zignoture of studenk: e

Dt s

Forms to be completed and rehwned o your child's Form Tutar ne hater than Friday 14 February 2020




Guidance on making your

choices:

v Use tonight, our first KS4 Curriculum Fayre at St
Paul’s Academy, to find out about all the subjects
and qualifications offered

v Speak to the teachers and students currently
studying the courses

v Further questions or queries can be addressed at
the Parents’ Consultative Meeting on Wednesday

12th February 3-6pm

v Submit the Curriculum Preference Form by Friday
14" February at the latest to Form Tutors

v  Families will be informed of final decisions in
June/July.




Curriculum Fayre Information

KS4 Curriculum Booklet
Note taking sheet

Location of stalls with Subject Lead and
students:

— In the foyer
— In the restaurant

Curriculum Information: T&L Team
Refreshments



