
Prayer for the end of the school year.

Loving God,
As we come to the end our school year we give thanks for 
every opportunity we have been given 

We thank you for all that we have learned about ourselves 
and others
We thank you for the love and care of our families and for 
the friendships we have made
We thank you for our school and all who work to help us to 
become all that we might be.

Bless St Paul’s  Academy and those who teach and support us.
Bless staff  and students who are moving on may they fi nd 
fulfi lment in the next stage of their journey.
Bless our family and friends and help us to show our 
appreciation of them.

Keep us all safe over the holidays and help us to make 
wise choices when near water, on the roads and on-line. 
Guide our consciences to avoid all that may cause harm to 
ourselves or to others.

Inspire us to take every opportunity we have to become 
more truly ourselves.
Help us to recognise and rejoice in your beauty in others 
and in nature.

May we create friendships that are a witness to your love for us.
We make our pray in the name of Jesus our brother and 
friend.

Amen.

Principal’s Message
As we approach the end of  another successful year at St. 
Paul’s, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
entire school community, staff , students, parents and care 
givers,  and governors, for their unstinting generosity and 
commitment to the ongoing excellence of our Academy.  
I particularly want to acknowledge our strong home-
school partnerships, without the support from of our 
students’ families we would not be the successful school 
that we are. So thank you.

We have a talented, generous and committed staff  at St. 
Paul’s, and as with the end of each school year, it is with 
sadness we say goodbye to some of them. As staff  move 
on to pastures new I wish them every blessing and all the 
success they rightly deserve. 

I want to thank staff  and students for making the changes 
to the new school day so hugely successful contributing 
to both an excellent learning environment and to student 
wellbeing. It is a real delight to see students enjoying 
the Academy space more fully. The feedback regarding 
the new school day, from staff  and students, has be 
overwhelmingly positive.

Visitors to the Academy always comment on the warm 
welcome they receive and the politeness of the students 
who show them around, they are great ambassadors for 
the Academy and a true credit to their families. 

We wish our year 11s a good rest over the summer after 
all the hard work for GCSE exams and look forward to the 
joy on their faces on results day in August when they get 
the grades they richly deserve and are enabled to take the 
next step on their journey. I would like to take a moment 
to say how proud I was when I saw the year 11s at their 
Prom, each beautifully presented, enjoying one another’s 
company and a professional inspiration for the staff  
present. We wish them every blessing for the future.

My best wishes to you all for the summer break. I look 
forward to welcoming our students, old and new, in 
September. Year 7 start their new school on Wednesday, 
4th September and Years 8-11 return on Thursday, 5th 
September when the new academic year begins in 
earnest.

Miss Malone
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 Post Easter Retreat for Young St. Vincent de Paul Society

The post Easter retreat was divided into 
three parts:

1.  Input and quiet refl ection
2.  Drama and sharing on the 

Easter Story
3.  Lunch and picnic in the park

The retreat took place at St. David’s 
Catholic Church Abbey Wood 
and began with a welcome and 
introduction from the Parish Priest 
Fr Michael. It was run for members of 
the Young St Vincent de Paul Society 
(YSVP) of SPA and off ered the op-
portunity to refl ect more deeply up-on 
the Paschal mystery of Christ.

An excerpt from Pope Francis 
document “Christ is alive” was used 
for refl ection and discussion to help 
the students recognise the blessings 
of youthfulness. They were invited to 
listen to themselves, to others and to 
God; so as to be open to God’s voice 
and respond to his call to them. The 
Retreat linked to World Vocations 
Day with the Good Shepherd Sunday 
theme of “The sheep listen to and 
follow the shepherd”

The Easter story was made more alive 
when the students in small groups 
performed parts of the Paschal 
drama, off ering them an opportunity 
to engage imaginatively with the 
scriptures and to explore the role the 
Gospels can play in the renewal of 
the Christian faith. The accounts of 
the Last Supper, the Resurrection and 

the Emmaus journey were retold and 
refl ected upon.

The groups were given freedom to 
shape their characterisation of each 
story. This enabled them to build upon 
their leadership and cooperation skills. 
Each group took their task seriously and 
produced inspiring interpretations of 
the Gospel stories, paraphrased in their 
own language.

The students enjoyed the opportunity 
to contribute to and enrich the retreat 
programme. During evaluation they 
expressed their appreciation of the 
drama session and of Fr Michael’s input 
on the history of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul. They also appreciated 
the quiet time of the retreat and the 
fun time in the park.

Some things the students wanted to 
improve upon included respecting 
the peace of the church as a holy 
place, taking more responsibility about 
tidying up at the end of the day and 
being allocated more time to prepare 
the dramas.

As a follow up to the retreat experience, 
the YSVP members would like:

•  To spend more time to explore and 
learn about symbols in the church

•  Send a thank you card to Sr. Rita and 
Fr. Michael

•  Write a short story for the School 
Newsletter

•  Engage in some fundraising for 
those eff ected by poverty
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The Academy Mosaic of St. Paul
St. Paul’s life was transformed by an extraordinary encounter with Jesus on 
the road to Damascus.  Saul, the persecutor of the early Christians, became 
to Paul, the Apostle of Christ and Missionary to the Gentiles, those who were 
not Jewish.  The iridescent background of the Mosaic changes depending on 
where you are standing; the image is altered by the light, as Paul was altered 
by his encounter with the risen Christ. The Sign of the Fish was a secret 
symbol to help believers recognise each other, it stood for Jesus Christ, Son 
of God, Saviour, in Greek (Ichthys/fi sh).  Paul took the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to the Roman world. While he preached the Gospel, he also worked as 
a tent maker. 

The mosaic was specially commissioned by the Academy to highlight the 
story of St Paul.
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London Youth Games 2019
A team of St Paul’s students represented Greenwich in the London Youth ParaGames Athletics at Mile End Stadium on 
Wednesday 19th June. Students from all year groups competed enthusiastically in a range of events. We were victorious in the 
100 metres, 200 metres, long jump and relay events. Everyone in the team worked effectively together and our positive spirit 
was acknowledged several times by the organisers. We were a small team but made a big impact, one student reflected “It was 
banging!”

Word of our success has spread quickly, and we are being inundated with requests from students wishing to take part next year.

Ashraff’s last London Youth Games. He 
won his bronze medal in the 100 metres.

The team celebrates their success at Mile End Stadium.

Translation Bee Competition – London Regional Finals 2019
Recently, two of our Year 8 students, Tia and Asmau, took 
part in the London Regional Final of the Spanish Translation 
Bee competition at Dulwich College alongside students from 
many other schools.

‘Routes into Languages’ organise this UK wide competition for 
Year 8 students. The competition was created to help improve 
students’ literacy, vocabulary and spelling in Modern Foreign 
Languages and it requires them to learn a large number of 
words and phrases. Both students spent the last few months 
memorising and practising to say over a hundred phrases 
in Spanish in preparation for the competition. The students 
beat thousands of students from all over London to get to the 
regional finals and this was a significant achievement. 

The students really enjoyed travelling to the Dulwich area 
and Dulwich College. We are all proud of their achievement. 
Both students represented the school exceptionally well with 
both their attitude and effort.  



Police Cadet Camp

Over 4 days in the half term, Police Cadets from different 
Greenwich units took part in a senior camp filled with fun 
and competition. The camp included various activities 
ranging from navigated walks, to caving to bush tucker 
trials. Every cadet on camp was assigned to one of three 
teams (two of which were led by St Paul’s students). The 
caving activity consisted of crawling through small gaps and 
moving yourself through different tunnels. There was also 
an option after caving to do a ‘sump’. The sump took place 
on the campsite and cadets had to climb up a ladder to a 
different part of the cave, eventually having to submerge 
themselves under freezing cold water in order to reach the 
other side. 

Cadets also take part in other activities throughout the 
year. For example, this June we are going to the Gravesend 
competition where we will participate in different scenarios 
testing the knowledge we had been building up since the 
start. There are other opportunities that pop up  throughout 
the year. We have other competitions and offer help to the 
public like volunteering to give out water at  
the London Marathon, which happens annually. It’s an 
amazing social opportunity that allows you to connect  
with like-minded people. 

If you are interested in joining Police Cadets, we are always 
ready for new faces! Please do consider coming to one of our 
units listed below. Juniors and Pandas are for ages ranging 
from 8-12 and Seniors go from 12-16. 

Eltham Police Station: 
Juniors and Pandas on a Tuesday at 4:45pm – 6.00pm 
Seniors: Tuesdays at 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

St Paul’s Academy: 
Juniors, Pandas and Seniors on a Tuesday at 4:45pm – 
6.00pm (Juniors and Pandas) and 6:30pm - 8:30pm (Seniors).

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to call 
Staff Mike Price on 07973 916951 or ask PC Verrall who may 
arrange for you to speak with a Cadet like myself.

We look forward to seeing you!
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Gang Workshops
On Thursday 13th of June St Paul’s Academy hosted a 
workshop organised by Greenwich Young People’s Council 
(GYPC). It was an after school event open to all young people 
from schools all over the borough. Over 40 of our students 
were in attendance, along with pupils from Thomas Tallis, 
Eltham Hill and many other schools. GYPC were informing 
young people about their pledge to make safer streets their 
priority. This included running several workshops to educate 
young people of the effects and danger of county lines, 
gangs and stop and search.

Our school took part in the gang workshop which focused 
on how stabbing not only affected the victim’s family but 
also the perpetrator’s family – something which is normally 
overlooked. We spoke about the trauma which the victim, 
family, friends, onlookers and the perpetrator’s family have 
to go through. In addition we also looked at methods gangs 
used to recruit and exploit young people. One of these 
included the “The chicken shop….” This is where a gang 
member befriends a young person by buying them food 
over a period of time. This then leads to the young person 
racking up a debt. After a certain amount of time the gang 
member reproaches the young person saying they have a 
debt to pay. This means the young person then has to work 
for the gang until the debt is payed off. 

Members of the police were in attendance, as well two 
ex-gang members, Greenwich Think Tank and members of 
Charlton Athletic Community Trust. The police informed 
us about weapons that were legal and illegal to carry. They 
also spoke about weapons that were commonly used by 
gangs. This included the “zombie knife”. It was shocking and 
disturbing to know that such lethal weapons were being 
carried by gang members. We then talked to two ex-gang 
members who spoke to us about their experiences about 
being in gang and explaining why they joined a gang. They 
gave reasons such as: 

• Feeling safe 
• Feeling a sense of belonging 
• Wanting protection 
• Status 
• Money 

They went on to say that although leaving the gang was 
a difficult decision, they had come to realise that it was 
the best decision for their lives. They took active steps 
by furthering their education and attending college and 
university, distancing themselves from the gang and 
eventually moving away to another area. We ended the 
workshop with a panel for open questions and answers 
which we found useful as we were able to ask questions that 
were on our minds.

Gangs, violence and crime are very prominent in our society 
and being informed about it allows us to be able to spot the 
signs of exploitation, recruitment and the overall danger.
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Odisee University Teacher Training 
Visit to St. Paul’s
Since 2010, Canterbury Christ 
Church University has nurtured 
links with Odisee Teacher Training 
University in Sint Niklaas, northern 
Belgium. As part of this partnership, 
every year St. Paul’s welcomes trainee 
teachers from Odisee who are in 
their final year of secondary teaching 
training while they study the module, 
‘Opening Up New Horizons’. 

This year we welcomed over 50 
training teachers who spent a day 

at St. Paul’s experiencing life in a 
London secondary school. Part of this 
day was spent in classrooms teaching 
about Belgium Language and Culture 
which opens up new horizons to our 
students. This is a hugely enjoyable 
experience, and not just because of 
the delicious Belgian chocolates. 

We are already planning and looking 
forward to next year’s visit from 
Berlinde de Meyer and colleagues.

Otilia Sirbu: Jack 
Petchey Award 
Winner Year 8
Congratulations to Otilia who received 
the Jack Petchey Award for Year 8. 
Otilia is an extremely hard working and 
dedicated student who always goes 
above and beyond what is expected of 
her. A team player, Otilia continues to 
excel across all of her subjects as well 
as contributing to the community of 
the Academy. Her commitment truly is 
outstanding. As part of the prize, Otilia 
gets to choose how to spend the £250 
grant and will be attending an awards 
evening. Well done Otilia! 

Another Successful 
Examination Season
For the second time, our Sports Hall was transformed into our 
Examination Hall for the summer season. The converted Sports 
Hall is an ideal venue for examinations and has the capacity to 
seat a whole year group at once. This meant that every student 
could have the same seat for all of their examinations. We hope 
this enabled our young people to perform to the best of their 
abilities during their final examinations here at St Paul’s. The 
behaviour of our students was exemplary throughout the exam 
season and the examinations all ran extremely smoothly. Well 
done to all students who have taken examinations this year. We 
look forward to some outstanding examination results in August! 
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On 14th of June, at the end of the exam season, the Class of 
2019 came together with their tutor team and their parents to 
celebrate all that they had achieved at St. Paul’s.

Early in the service there was a moment of pure joy when 
Ashraff  sang, with the support of Mr Bond’s music group, about 
all the things he was proud of doing at St. Paul’s. Everyone added 
their voices to his chorus ‘I’m proud of what I’ve done’. At the end 
the congregation erupted into heartfelt applause.

The students prayed the Academy prayer together one last time, 
and refl ected upon the things they would have chosen to do 
diff erently, seeking God’s mercy.

The reading from St Paul to the Philippians encouraged them 
to ‘ fi ll your minds with those things that are good and that 
deserve praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and 
honourable’. The Gospel, from St. John, reminded the Year 11s 
that ‘Jesus came that they might have life to the full’.

We then prayed together for their future and for the needs of 
our world.

Words of encouragement we given by Ms Casey and Mr Smyth. 
Finley and Adetayo also both spoke inspiringly to their peers 
reminding them to fi nish their time at St. Paul’s well by taking 
time to say thank you and to make their goodbyes properly by 
appreciating all that had been done for them.

Another highlight of the celebration was the students blessing 
each other with the following words.

Bless us with wisdom to recognise what is of true value in our 
lives.
Bless us with friendships that pass the test of time and of 
struggle.
Bless us that we may act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly 
with you.
Bless us that we may have life in all its fullness and come to dwell 
in your presence.
We make our prayers for one another in the name of God who 
loves each of us. Amen

Farewell to the the Class of 2014 – 2019
Year 11  Thanksgiving Service and Leavers’ Prom
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In her address, Miss Malone reminded students that all 
that they had learnt at St. Paul’s would help them move 
successfully into their future. She encouraged them to 
keep themselves and others safe, to treat every person with 
respect, as we are all made in God’s image, and to continue 
learning throughout their life time because ‘to live is to 
change and to have lived well is to have changed often’ (John 
Henry Newman Poet and Cardinal).

The Year 11s enjoyed the slide show put together for them by 
Mr Stewart.

The Service fi nished with Faith, Oriana and Eloise performing 
Sam Smith’s ‘Stay with me’ which was much appreciated
by all.

Please continue to pray for our school community, and 
especially the Year 11s, as they move toward their future.

On Friday June 21st staff  and students come together 
once again at the Bromley Court Hotel for the annual 
Leavers’ Prom.

The evening was a well deserved celebration for the Class 
of 2019, and their teachers, after 5 years of hard work at St. 
Paul’s. Our students looked amazing, having pulled out all 
the stops, and behaved immaculately, a credit to themselves, 
their families and the school.

We wish the Class of 2019 every success as they leave St. 
Paul’s, and look forward to seeing them again in August to 
celebrate their results.

Farewell to the the Class of 2014 – 2019
Year 11  Thanksgiving Service and Leavers’ Prom



Trip to Valencia 
24th - 27th June 2019

As part of their GCSE Spanish studies, a group 
of Year 10 students went on a trip to Valencia, 
Spain, in June 2019. It was an occasion for 
students to discover the Spanish city and its 
culture. They had the opportunity to visit the 
main sites in Valencia’s old town, like the Central 
Market, one of the oldest markets still in use in 
Europe.

Students also went on a tour around Mestalla, 
the local team’s football stadium. They had the opportunity to go on a boat tour at the Albufera Lake, which is a natural 
park of outstanding importance to the city due to the production of rice, as this is where the original Paella was invented.

Staff were very impressed with the students’ behaviour throughout the week and their willingness to apply their Spanish 
knowledge to communicate with local people. They were a credit to St Paul’s Academy and found this experience 
extremely useful, encouraging and a motivation to continue with their language studies.

 

To spread awareness for Mental Health Wellbeing Week, during 13th – 19th May, we as Peer Mentors present-
ed an assembly to all year groups on how ‘We all have Mental Health’ using a video. We all had a part to play 
in the assembly, summarising what we had watched and developing strategies to manage our Mental Wellbe-
ing. 

We feel it is crucial to understand that mental health is our thoughts and feelings, and how we deal with them. 
It is important to know that it is okay to feel down, but it is also essential that we must seek help. We 
acknowledge the fact that not everyone is open to talk to someone, but doing something we enjoy such as: 
sports, listening to music, playing instruments, reading etc. could help us to become resilient. During exams, 
we may want to consider managing our work-life balance by taking good breaks with self-care, even if that 
means simply taking a walk or reflecting on our day. We shouldn’t beat ourselves up when we have a bad test, 
but use it to improve rather than being discouraged. 

In addition to the assembly, the Greenwich Young People’s Council (GYPC) carried out a borough wide anon-
ymous survey about the Mental Health Service. About 10% of St Paul’s students participated in this process, 
which gave students an opportunity to voice their opinions on the Mental Health Service. This gave the GYPC 
an insight on what was working and what needs to be improved, allowing the Council to implement changes 
for the future.  

Our peers felt that the assembly was very educational, and it raised aware-
ness of the fact that Mental Health can be both good and bad, and we all have 
it. Due to the positive feedback from other students, we as peer mentors feel 
that we successfully delivered our message and are encouraged to continue 
mentoring others. 

Trip to Valencia 24th - 27th 
June 2019 

 
As part of their GCSE Spanish studies, a group 
of Year 10 students went on a trip to Valencia, 
Spain, in June 2019. It was an occasion for 
students to discover the Spanish city and its 
culture. They had the opportunity to visit the 
main sites in Valencia’s old town, like the Cen-
tral Market, one of the oldest markets still in 
use in Europe. 
Students also went on a tour around Mestalla, the local team's football stadium. They had the opportunity to go on a 
boat tour at the Albufera Lake, which is a natural park of outstanding importance to the city due to the production of 
rice, as this is where the original Paella was invented.   
 
Staff were very impressed with the students' behaviour throughout the week and their willingness to apply their 
Spanish knowledge to communicate with local people. They were a credit to St Paul's Academy and found this ex-
perience extremely useful, encouraging and a motivation to continue with their language studies. 
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To spread awareness for Mental Health Wellbeing Week, during 13th – 19th May, we as Peer Mentors presented an 
assembly to all year groups on how ‘We all have Mental Health’ using a video. We all had a part to play in the assembly, 
summarising what we had watched and developing strategies to manage our Mental Wellbeing.

We feel it is crucial to understand that mental health is our thoughts and feelings, and how we deal with them. It is 
important to know that it is okay to feel down, but it is also essential that we must seek help. We acknowledge the fact 
that not everyone is open to talk to someone, but doing something we enjoy such as: sports, listening to music, playing 
instruments, reading etc. could help us to become resilient. During exams, we may want to consider managing our work-
life balance by taking good breaks with self-care, even if that means simply taking a walk or reflecting on our day. We 
shouldn’t beat ourselves up when we have a bad test, but use it to improve rather than being discouraged.

In addition to the assembly, the Greenwich Young People’s Council (GYPC) carried out a borough wide anonymous survey 
about the Mental Health Service. About 10% of St Paul’s students participated in this process, which gave students an 
opportunity to voice their opinions on the Mental Health Service. This gave the GYPC an insight on what was working 
and what needs to be improved, allowing the Council to implement 
changes for the future. 

Our peers felt that the assembly was very educational, and it raised 
awareness of the fact that Mental Health can be both good and 
bad, and we all have it. Due to the positive feedback from other 
students, we as peer mentors feel that we successfully delivered our 
message and are encouraged to continue mentoring others.



SPA Netball Girls’ Triumph at Iconic Copper Box Arena

Monday 13th May saw our Year 7, 8 
and 9 Netball girls, alongside their 
coach Miss Duffy, travel to the Copper 
Box Arena at the iconic Olympic 
Park, Stratford for the inaugural 2019 
Greenwich Schools’ Netball League 
Finals Day.  This event stood as the 
culmination of a very successful 
2018/2019 Greenwich Schools’ Netball 
League season with the best Year 
7, 8 and 9 schools teams across the 
borough coming together with the 
aim of being crowned 2019 borough 
champions.  In total a magnificent 130 
young women were in attendance 
on the day from six schools across 
the borough; clear evidence of the 
significant growth and development 
of netball across both primary and 
secondary schools throughout 
Greenwich over the last six years since 
its establishment.

Following an extremely successful 
league campaign, seeing them finish 
top of their group, first up was our 
energetic Year 7 Netball team, led by 
Captain Daniella Opoku-Mensah.  Their 
final saw them face a very determined 
Plumstead Manor team.  Getting off 
to a flying start, the girls finished the 
first quarter 2 - 0 ahead.  Continuing 
to battle through the remaining three 
quarters of the match, with the game 

ebbing and flowing throughout, the 
girls managed to hold on to emerge 5 - 
1 winners on the day.  This is a fantastic 
achievement for the girls in what has 
been their first season representing St 
Paul’s Academy.  Following the final, 
Captain Daniella said: 

“I am really happy to be involved with 
the Year 7 Netball team, to have the 
opportunity to play at the Copper 
Box was amazing!  It was an unreal 
experience because it was the first time 
I have been there.  Netball has been a 
part of my life since primary school, now 
doing it in secondary school shows that 
I have improved a lot.  Playing with the 
team has been fun even when we lose.  
Losing made us improve and become 
better which is why we have grown to be 
a strong team.  I cannot wait to be able 
to carry on my netball journey in Year 8 to 
see how much I can achieve.”

With continued hard work and 
dedication to their sport it is hoped 
that this group of talented players can 
continue to grow as a team and excel, 
enjoying many more future successes.  
Well done girls, keep up the good work.  
2018/2019 Year 7 Netball Squad:

Next up representing SPA was our Year 
8 Netball team.  A team formed of very 
tall and athletic young women, their 

challenge on the day saw them face 
familiar local rivals in Blackheath High 
School.  Having previously lost their 
final league fixture to Blackheath by a 
single goal, our girls were determined 
to right this wrong and come out 
on top this time around.  However, 
with Blackheath winning the toss and 
taking first centre pass, this left our girls 
immediately on the back foot, needing 
a crucial turnover from Blackheath’s 
centre pass if they were to begin in 
front and they did just that!  Breaking 
down Blackheath’s first centre pass 
the girls went on to score three goals 
without reply to end the first quarter in 
front.  The girls worked extremely hard 
throughout the match, in both attack 
and defence to minimise Blackheath’s 
scoring chances as well as produce 
as many for SPA as possible.  The girls 
showed great determination and at 
the final whistle were ecstatic at their 
7 - 3 win over their rivals in what was 
a wonderful, fast-paced game of high 
skill level and teamwork.  Captained by 
Jasmine Adonri and Amara Chukwurah-
Okolo, all of the girls are keen to 
continue working hard to improve on 
their match play as they move forward 
into the 2019/2020 season.  Reflecting 
on this year’s season, Jasmine said, 

“The Year 8 team have all worked so 
hard to get to where we are now.  We all 
love netball and love playing with our 
team.  We all hope to achieve more as 
we grow but were so happy to have got 
this opportunity.  We hope to carry on our 
coaching with Miss Duffy and improve 
even more.”  

Visit our website at 
www.stpaulsacademy.org.uk for 
the full article
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Gaelic Football Tours 

On Thursday the 27th of June, our 
very excited St Paul’s Academy Girls’ 
Gaelic Football team took off on their 
annual trip to Ireland.  

We boarded the plane for Belfast 
International at 7.45am and arrived in 
glorious sunshine to start our adven-
ture. The girls stopped off at Belfast 
City Hall for a quick selfie before 
heading to the Castlecourt for some 
well-deserved lunch. “We Are Verti-
go” was our next port of call for the 
afternoon where students and teach-
ers alike had a blast on the giant in-
flatapark. We bounced, laughed and 
competed against one another for an 
hour before heading to Botanic Gar-
den for a picnic!  

The evening saw our St Paul’s Acad-
emy team take on our first challenge 
game of the weekend, against Tat-
tyreagh U14 girls, from Co. Tyrone. 
St Paul’s started in fine form with 
some amazing scores from Precious 
Oloare and feisty midfielder Jessica 
Akomalafe. Fumi Oshinle was out-
standing in goal. Final score 4-7 to 0-
2, a fantastic win and wonderful start 
to our trip. We had tea and sand-
wiches in the evening and had plenty 
of laughs with our hosts for the 
game. Many thanks to Peter Darcy 
for the organisation of the friendly 
game.  

We travelled to our host club, Castle-
derg, Co. Tyrone on Thursday even-
ing, where we were greeted with an 
array of smiles and welcomed in to 
the club house with open arms. Our 
girls had a kick around on the pitch 

before meeting their host families for 
the duration of the tour.  

On Friday morning, we took off for 
Rossnowlagh Beach, Co. Donegal, 
with the sun shining and tempera-
tures of 25C, we knew we were in for 
a treat! The girls went swimming in 
the ocean, enjoyed an ice cream and 
some ice slushies before heading to 
the amusement arcade in Bundoran 
for the remainder of the afternoon. 
We were joined by some of our host 
families along the way.  

Castlederg, our host club, played us 
on Friday evening at their home pitch 
in what proved to be a fantastic spec-
tacle of football. Our girls were in-
credibly strong and clipped over 
some amazing scores. Feyi Afolabi 
made some fantastic blocks in de-
fence, whilst Lauryn Morgan kept us 
in the game up front. We were de-
feated by 5 points in the end, but the 
girls’ fighting spirit definitely re-
mained alive!  

Our host club had a feast of pizza, 
chips and chicken for our hungry 
teams and supporters afterwards in 
the club house and a fun filled disco 
for all the players in the evening. 
Needless to say our girls set the 
dance floor on fire with their wonder-
ful dancing and singing - the locals 
were impressed!  

Saturday was an action packed day 
full of games with Castlederg hosting 
a tournament for the entire day. We 
welcomed Aghyarn, Castelderg’s 
neighbouring team to join us for the 

tournament. Our girls put on yet an-
other fantastic display of football and 
missed out on reaching the final by 
the narrowest of margins, getting 
beaten in their final group game by 
just 1 point. We cheered on our host 
club, who went on to win the tourna-
ment.  

Special thanks must go to our gener-
ous host families who kindly opened 
up their lovely homes to our students 
and treated us like royalty for the du-
ration of our stay. In particular, to 
Brian Meehan and Maeve McGrath 
who worked so tirelessly to make this 
trip go ahead, we will be forever 
grateful.  

Thank you to Mr Meade, Miss 
McWilliams and Mrs Solley for their 
support on the trip. 

Our pupils were outstanding both on 
and off the pitch and I am extremely 
proud to be associated with this fan-
tastic group of girls. In terms of their 
Gaelic Football skills, they did tre-
mendously well to compete against 
teams in Ireland, considering, for 
some, this was their first year of be-
ing introduced to the sport.  

I am very proud of you all, keep up 
the great work!  

Miss Devine  
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On Thursday the 27th of June, our very 
excited St Paul’s Academy Girls’ Gaelic 
Football team took off on their annual 
trip to Ireland.

We boarded the plane for Belfast 
International at 7.45am and arrived 
in glorious sunshine to start our 
adventure. The girls stopped off at 
Belfast City Hall for a quick selfie 
before heading to the Castlecourt for 
some well deserved lunch. “We Are 
Vertigo” was our next port of call for 
the afternoon where students and 
teachers alike had a blast on the giant 
inflatapark. We bounced, laughed and 
competed against one another for an 
hour before heading to Botanic Garden 
for a picnic!

The evening saw our St Paul’s Academy 
team take on our first challenge game 
of the weekend, against Tattyreagh 
U14 girls, from Co. Tyrone. St Paul’s 
started in fine form with some amazing 
scores from Precious Oloare and feisty 
midfielder Jessica Akomalafe. Fumi 
Oshinle was outstanding in goal. Final 
score 4-7 to 0-2, a fantastic win and 
wonderful start to our trip. We had tea 
and sandwiches in the evening and 
had plenty of laughs with our hosts for 
the game. Many thanks to Peter Darcy 
for the organisation of the friendly 
game.

We travelled to our host club, 
Castlederg, Co. Tyrone on Thursday 
evening, where we were greeted with 

an array of smiles and welcomed in to 
the club house with open arms. Our 
girls had a kick around on the pitch 
before meeting their host families for 
the duration of the tour.

On Friday morning, we took off for 
Rossnowlagh Beach, Co. Donegal, with 
the sun shining and temperatures of 
25C, we knew we were in for a treat! 
The girls went swimming in the ocean, 
enjoyed an ice cream and some 
ice slushies before heading to the 
amusement arcade in Bundoran for the 
remainder of the afternoon. We were 
joined by some of our host families 
along the way.

Castlederg, our host club, played us on 
Friday evening at their home pitch in 
what proved to be a fantastic spectacle 
of football. Our girls were incredibly 
strong and clipped over some amazing 
scores. Feyi Afolabi made some 
fantastic blocks in defence, whilst 
Lauryn Morgan kept us in the game 
up front. We were defeated by 5 points 
in the end, but the girls’ fighting spirit 
definitely remained alive!

Our host club had a feast of pizza, chips 
and chicken for our hungry teams 
and supporters afterwards in the club 
house and a fun filled disco for all the 
players in the evening. Needless to say 
our girls set the dance floor on fire with 
their wonderful dancing and singing - 
the locals were impressed!

Saturday was an action packed day 
full of games with Castlederg hosting 
a tournament for the entire day. We 
welcomed Aghyarn, Castelderg’s 
neighbouring team to join us for 
the tournament. Our girls put on yet 
another fantastic display of football and 
missed out on reaching the final by the 
narrowest of margins, getting beaten in 
their final group game by just 1 point. 
We cheered on our host club, who 
went on to win the tournament.

Special thanks must go to our generous 
host families who kindly opened up 
their lovely homes to our students 
and treated us like royalty for the 
duration of our stay. In particular, to 
Brian Meehan and Maeve McGrath who 
worked so tirelessly to make this trip go 
ahead, we will be forever grateful.

Thank you to Mr Meade, Miss 
McWilliams and Mrs Solley for their 
support on the trip.

Our students were outstanding 
both on and off the pitch and I am 
extremely proud to be associated with 
this fantastic group of girls. In terms 
of their Gaelic Football skills, they did 
tremendously well to compete against 
teams in Ireland, considering, for 
some, this was their first year of being 
introduced to the sport.

I am very proud of you all, keep up the 
great work!

Miss Devine
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and treated us like royalty for the du-
ration of our stay. In particular, to 
Brian Meehan and Maeve McGrath 
who worked so tirelessly to make this 
trip go ahead, we will be forever 
grateful.  

Thank you to Mr Meade, Miss 
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Year 8 
Jaden Enifon 

Daniel Ngoma 

Tiger Okoro 

David Saleye 

Year 9 
Emmanuel Aghogho 

Samuel Boakye 

Damar Brown 
Owen Eghi-
Guobadia 

Marcelo Rossi 

Eden Ssensula 

Ezequiel Uwaifo 

Former Students 
Alvin Githuka  

Avarni Wilcox  

The South London Roll of Honour 
2010: Division 5 Winners 

2013: Division 4 Winners 

2014: Division 3 Winners 

2016: Division 3 Winners 

2017: Division 2 Winners 

2018: Division 2 Winners 

2019: Division 1 Runners-up 

Year 7 
Peniel 
Duah 

The South London under-14 Gaelic football team travelled to Ireland on Thursday 27th June to participate in the annual Féile Peile 
na nOg competition. This year’s competition was hosted and organised by Connacht GAA with games taking place throughout 
Counties Galway, Mayo and Roscommon. As a result of Division 2 successes in 2017 & 2018, South London were promoted to 
Division 1 for the 2019 competition. For the very first time in South London’s 13-year history, they would compete against some of 
Ireland’s largest Gaelic football clubs. 

The opening two group games for South London took place on Friday 28th June in Claregalway – the first game finished in a draw 
against Oranmore Maree (Galway) and the second game against St Canice’s Dungiven (Derry) ended with a comfortable victo-
ry.The final group game on Saturday 29th June against the host club, Claregalway ended with an 8-point defeat. However, de-
spite that defeat, enough points were accumulated to guarantee 2nd position in the group and a quarter-final date with Corofin 
(Galway) on Saturday afternoon. 

After a nervy start, the South London boys found their feet and played some very impressive football, beating Corofin with 10 
points to spare. The semi-final performance on Sunday 30th June was perhaps the greatest performance of the weekend. After an 
amazing defensive display, South London defeated Austin Stacks (Kerry) by 3 points. The final game would see South London 
take on the Dublin champions, Kilmacud Crokes. Despite a strong second half comeback, Kilmacud were worthy winners of the 
Division 1 title. 

To qualify for the final was an amazing achievement that the South London boys should be very proud of. The task now is to build 
a team capable of competing in 2020. 

South London Results 
Group B 
Round 1: South London 1-2 (5) v 0-5 (5) Oranmore Maree 

Round 2: South London 3-4 (13) v 1-5 (8) St Canice’s Dungiven 

Round 3: South London 1-2 (5) v 0-5 (5) Claregalway 
 
Knockout Stages 
QF: South London 3-5 (14) v 0-4 (4) Corofin  
SF: South London 1-2 (5) v 0-2 (2) Austin Stacks  
Final: South London 3-2 (11) v 6-2 (20) Kilmacud Crokes 
The following St Paul’s Academy students represented the South London team In Ireland: 
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51 Finchale Road, Abbey Wood,
London, SE2 9PX

Tel: 020 8311 3868
Fax: 020 8312 1642

www.stpaulsacademy.org.uk

Term & Holiday Dates:
2019

Summer Term

Monday, 29th April
Friday, 19th July

Autumn Term

Wednesday 4th September -
Year 7 Only

Thursday 5th September -
Rest of the school

Autumn Half Term

Monday 21st October 2019
Friday 25th October 2019

Christmas Holiday

Monday 23rd December 2019
Friday 3rd January 2020

Wanted: a sponsor
for our Sports Teams

If you can help, please contact
Ozan Akif: Assistant Principal

ozan.akif@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk

Faith in Action   •   Faith in Action   •   Faith in Action   •   Faith in Action   •   Faith in Action

 SPA Branching Out In The Community

SPA students Year 8 Patrick and Freddie Shako work in tandem to plant Hawthorn.

St Paul’s Academy students from Year 7 
to 9, along with members of staff  (Ms 
Pierce, Mr O’Connell and Mr Davis) have 
spent time improving the biodiversity 
of the school environment by planting 
hedgerows. The school was gifted 400 
tree saplings from Woodland Trust in 
September from an array of diff erent 
species: Hawthorn, Holly and Blackthorn 
to name a few. This is an important 
aspect of the Catholic ethos of the school 
by encouraging students to be stewards 
of their community.

Hedges are important to the British 
countryside as they act as a habitat for 
wildlife, especially primary consumers 
avoiding predators such as foxes. They 
also act as migratory corridors for species 
to move between ecosystems. Over 40 
students spanning a total of 20 hours 
have committed to enhancing the 
fragmented hedgerow along Finchale 

Road. It is hoped that in September the 
school will be donated various fruit trees 
by Woodland Trust once more so that 
they can grow fruit on site for enterprise 
and for use in the Restaurant. Well 
done to all students and staff  involved 
in volunteering. You should take a leaf 
out of their book as new volunteers are 
always needed.

“Planting is a taste of creating new life, 
if there were no plants then how are we 
supposed to breathe since we have no 
oxygen? Without plants, carbon dioxide 
would be released to the atmosphere, 
which could wipe out the human race. 
If you are doing planting just remember 
this, plants are like the key to you being 
alive because you need to breathe. If you 
are planting you are a steward of the 
community doing something good, making 
new life and a diff erence to the world.” 
(Patrick Shako Year 8).

Billy Grover and Simone Wellington planting holly saplings and using compost to enrich 
the soil.


