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If You Want Peace
Work for Justice
This October the SPA Justice and Peace Group was 
formed by Miss Perera. All of Year 7 were told about 
the group and amazingly 50 students turned up to the 
introductory session in the Chapel during tutor time. 
The students participated brilliantly in talking about 
their ideas of what the group would be involved in. The 
session focused on two Justice Organisations, CAFOD 
and Church Action on Poverty (CAP) and how they 
seek to bring about Justice and Peace in our world.

The Year 7s were asked, ‘What do you think a Justice 
and Peace Group does?’’    

One of the many responses was,                                                                      
‘’I think a Justice and Peace Group speaks out about bad 
things in our world and how we can improve them.’’ 

The large number of students has led to forming two 
parallel groups meeting on alternate weeks at tutor 
time. The groups’ process will lead to the students 
raising awareness about justice and peace issues 
throughout the school community.

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

As we rapidly approach Christmas, we can look back 
on what has been another successful year for St Paul’s 
Academy, and we look forward with hope to the New 
Year being fi lled with much joy and many blessings for 
our students and that 2019 will be a very happy and 
successful year for all.

A CHRISTMAS WISH

May you know the hope of the Christmas Season;
The rejoicing and celebration of the carols,
The caring found under the roof
The sharing found in giving
The good news proclaimed by the angels
The anticipation and excitement of the prophets
The assurance that all is well found in the Scriptures
The wonder of God’s love found in Jesus.

May you leave with twinkle of bright lights in your eyes
The sound of Christmas ringing in your ears
A vision of the Saviour in your mind
The spirit of the season in your memory
The joy of the season in your life
The faith of the Christ child in your soul
The message of the season on your lips.

With every best wish for the Christmas Season and a 
happy and holy New Year.

Miss S Malone
Principal
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SPA Netball Season Off To Soaring Start

The 2018/2019 SPA Netball season 
has got off to what can only be 
described as an emphatic start with 
teams across all five year groups 
recording outstanding victories over 
local school rivals.

Performances of note include our Year 
11 netball girls beating St Thomas 
More 35 – 3, placing them at the top 
of the Greenwich Schools’ League 
table having won all of their league 
games to date.  The girls have displayed 
wonderful team and individual 
performances with Antonia Adu, 
Shana Ajufo and Osayande Eghaghe 
all receiving ‘player of the match’ 
accolades this season so far.  The girls 
also recorded a brilliant 11 – 8 victory 
over Bexley league champions Townley 
Grammar School.  Our Year 11 Netball 
girls hope to continue what is now 
almost a five year unbeaten run in all 
Greenwich Schools’ Netball fixtures 
as they soon conclude their netball 
playing careers at SPA with their final 
league and tournament fixtures still to 
play in the New Year.  We wish the girls 
every success as they aim to achieve 
this fantastic feat.

Our Year 9 Netball girls are not to be 
outshone either, having put in solid 
performances in all of their U14 Kent 
Netball Tournament matches this 
season as they continue to grow 

and develop as a squad.  Continuing 
to build upon their performances 
in training and competition, the 
Year 9 girls recently played their first 
Greenwich Schools’ League fixture of 
the season when they faced Harris 
Academy Greenwich away from home.  
Having been beaten by this Harris 
team last season the girls have worked 
exceptionally hard to ensure that their 
performance was much improved 
when they faced this same team this 
season.  In what was a hard fought 
game full of skill, determination and 

teamwork displayed by both teams 
throughout, this time round it was 
our SPA Year 9 girls who emerged 
victorious, recording a wonderful 20 – 
16 win.  The girls hope to continue this 
winning streak as they embark on their 
remaining league fixtures this season.

Representing SPA for the first time 
our Year 7 girls faced St Thomas More 
in their first ever Greenwich Schools’ 
Netball League fixture.  Having put 
lots of time and effort into training as 
a team, the girls were extremely keen 
and eager to begin their competitive 
netball playing careers at SPA.  Not 
only did the girls display magnificent 
individual and team performances 
on the day but they also managed to 
record their very first win as an SPA 
Netball team, beating St Thomas More 
with a score line of 19 – 1.  This was a 
fantastic result for our determined and 
committed group of Year 7 players who 
we wish continued success as a team 
in all of their future netball fixtures as 
ambassadors of SPA.  

Well done to all St Paul’s Academy 
Netball players on your continued 
dedication to your sport and 
consistently high level performances.

Miss Duffy



Ephemeral Art – Visiting
Bostall Woods
Year 9 Art groups took part in an outdoor workshop to create 
Ephemeral art. Ephemeral means temporary, the art work was 
created using nature as our media.

In the woods, we worked in pairs or groups either creating an 
abstract or a work of art using leaves of diff erent sorts. While 
doing this, we developed an understanding that you can make 
art using nature. We learnt how to use leaves to blend colours. 
The art group was inspired by Andy Goldsworthy’s art-work.

By Favour Diya and Beulah Oniasanmi

Citizens UK
St Paul’s Academy selected a group 
of students to begin the journey of 
becoming a ‘Peer Mentor.’ This involved 
partaking in a series of training directed 
by Dr Lesley French, Clinical Director 
of Oxleas Children’s Services, which 
enabled them to become resilient 
leaders. The training required the 
students to take part in activities at 
Corelli College, alongside sixth form 
students.  The course ran over a four 
week period, after which Dr Lesley 
French rewarded our students with a 
certifi cate, certifying them as resilient 
Peer Mentors.

 During Anti Bullying Week, Citizens 
UK and the Peer Mentors merged to 
become one to spread the awareness 
of the eff ect of bullying to primary 
children (Years 5-6).  They took 
part in the Greenwich anti bullying 
conference, following the theme 
‘Choose Respect’ but later renamed it 
‘Respect starts with YOU.’  At fi rst each 
student had diff erent ideas all relevant 

to the workshop, for example, dance, 
drama, music, interaction and so on, 
but it was eventually decided to merge 
specifi c ideas together.

Going forward they decided to create a 
short drama piece involving two scenes, 
feeling that it would be best to make the 
workshop interactive as they took into 
account that primary school students 
would dislike sitting still for 50 minutes. 

The basis of the students’ drama 
workshop consisted of an exploration 
of cyber bullying (through a group 
chat) disrespect (shown in a classroom 
setting) and respect (the 3Bs: Be Safe, 
Be Respectful & Be Ready for Learning.) 
After our students’ performance the 
primary school students worked 
together in groups to identify aspects 
of respect, disrespect and bullying 
within the drama, before presenting it 
to their peers.

To prepare for the workshop, students 
worked hard together and rehearsed 

over a 3-week period.   Following the 
delivery of the workshop, our SPA 
students were given a £5 WH Smith 
voucher each and presented with 
certifi cates by Caroline Banning, Head 
of Direct Services to Schools.

After their work with the primary 
schools, the students delivered a 
condensed version of the workshop 
to each year group of St Paul’s during 
assembly time.

The feedback we received from the 
Primary schools was excellent, as 
shown by this quote from Horn Park 
Primary school:

“I was so impressed, not only by the way 
your students presented themselves, 
but also how they interacted with 
the children and helped them to 
understand the diff erent types of 
bullying behaviour, which was shown 
in the performance, and the impact of 
these behaviours. The children from my 
school really gained a lot from this, your 
students really were commendable” 

Horn Park Primary school has requested 
SPA students run further workshops for 
their year 5 & 6 students.
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Jack Petchey Winner
The Jack Petchey award for October was awarded to 
Rebecca in Year 10. The Year 10 pastoral team were delighted 
to recognize Rebecca as she has been an incredible asset in 
the tutor room and across the academy.

‘Rebecca shows a maturity beyond her years. She is 
a student who contributes so much to the St. Paul’s 
school and community whether it be in her role as form 
ambassador, language leader or debate mate. She excels also 
in academia, having secured a grade 8 in early entry Maths in 
year 9. She is always willing to lend a hand to enrich the life 
of the school.’

Well done Rebecca, you are a most deserving winner!
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Centre Of Excellence!
We are delighted to announce that since becoming 
a ‘Doddle’ school officially in 2016, we have been 
awarded the title ‘Centre of Excellence’ as one of the 
schools in London and the South-East whose use 
has been embedded in the school so effectively. All 
homework is now set on Doddle and all parents have 
been given log-ins so that they can see what has been 
set for their child or children. Students access their 
‘to-do lists’ online and are able to browse for additional 
work, have their progress tracked by their teachers and 
access key resources from class, all through engaging 
with this excellent on-line platform.

Pictured here is Science KS4 Coordinator Ms Kelleher 
who has been pivotal in rolling out the use of Doddle 
across the school and acting as an ambassador on 
behalf of our school at Doddle events. Please look out 
for a shiny new plaque in the school reception!

Thank you for your support of Doddle and we would 
ask you to continue to engage with it in our endeavour 
to improve our students’ learning outside the classroom 
and independent work. If you have any questions, 
please contact Mr Duddy, our E-learning Coordinator 
on declan.duddy@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk

ENO Trip - War Requiem 
Dress Rehearsal
Last week we were once again fortunate enough to go to the 
Coliseum to watch a dress rehearsal of War Requiem by the 
English National Opera.  It was about the inhumanity of war 
and explored the effects it had on its unlikely victims.  The first 
act focused on conflict and its resounding impact on society.  
The second was directed towards themes of grief and the dire 
aftermath of war as they employed a soprano soloist, large 
chorus and full orchestra to represent formal grief.  The third 
and final act portrayed the emotions of children, using the 
ethereal sound of children’s voices and chamber organ, whose 
innocent, pure voices set them apart from human experience.

It broadened our knowledge of opera and benefited us 
vastly. It expanded our understanding of music and showed 
us a new style, which we can incorporate into developing 
our GCSE compositions. We heard new techniques, learning 
new ways to orchestrate and accompany our songs.

We enjoyed the opera, and were mesmerised throughout by 
the style and technique presented by the soloists and choir. 
Overall, the opera utilised special effects and beautiful voices 
to convey feelings of empathy and sorrow, which furthered 
the moral of the opera. It successfully depicted the calamity 
of war. We are greatly thankful to English National Opera for 
providing us with this opportunity. 

Written by Rebecca Le – Y10



Year 11 Special Awards Assembly
On Tuesday December 4th, Year 11s took part in a very 
special Awards Assembly to celebrate the successes they have 
had to far in KS4. The assembly was a joyous occasion for all, 
with Mr Winston returning to present the Enterprise Shield to 
Leo Ceroni and the Sportsperson Cup to Nana Gyedu.

Throughout the Assembly, members of the girls’ netball team, 
the boys’ and girls’ Gaelic teams, the athletics squad and the 
boys’ football team spoke about how the Academy had 
helped them to develop their passions during their time at 
St. Paul’s. The GCSE music group then performed a piece that 
they had prepared.

The Assembly culminated with every student who had 
sat an early entry qualification in: Maths, English or PE, 
being presented with their GCSE certificates. An amazing 
achievement, something we hope they will all treasure and 
hopefully a sign of great things to come!
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Trip To The Languages Show Live – October 2018
Following the success of last year’s trip to the Languages Live 
Show in London, the Modern Foreign Languages department 
arranged another successful visit for Y10 and Y11 students to The 
Language Show in Olympia this October.

The show is designed for students, professionals who use 
languages in their work or simply for those who love learning 
a language. It provided an exciting opportunity for our 
learners to see the range of advice, resources and potential 
jobs that are available to language lovers.

The students who attended from St. Paul’s are those who are 
interested in studying languages post GCSE. With nearly 60 
organisations attending from the European Parliament, the 
British Council, the Instituto Cervantes, the Japan Foundation 

and TV5monde, our students were able to gain new 
perspectives and insight into the linguistic landscape from 
native speakers and experts in the field.

Our students were particularly impressed by the live 
interpreting sessions that enabled them to try out 
interpreting for real; the Lirica music app that helps students 
learn a language through music and lyrics; and innovative 
tools and books to help them with their grammar. The trip 
was a great way for students to see how languages can be 
used in real life as well as to help their learning in school.

Here is some feedback from some of our students on the trip:

“I feel The Language Show really inspired me to continue learning 
languages out of school as it showed me how useful and 
enjoyable it is to learn a language.” Charlotte Sarmiento

“The Language Show gave me many resources that I find very 
helpful for my Spanish lessons.” Rebecca Le

“My favourite stall was the EU as they gave me many resources 
giving me an insight into an interpreting career; I was even given 
the opportunity to try it out!” Rachelle Ryan

“During the trip we were able to explore diverse cultures and learn 
about languages; one of them being from Korea.  This helped me 
to expand my linguistic horizon.”  Esther Soroye
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St Paul’s Academy ‘Lap For Life’ In Aid Of Centrepoint UK
Wednesday 10th October saw the 
community of St Paul’s Academy 
come together to take part in our 
annual ‘Lap for Life’, this year in aid of 
Centrepoint UK.

Following a successful first ever ‘2018 SPA 
SleepOut’ event, our 2018 ‘Lap for Life’ saw 
over 400 staff and students across years 
7 to 11 join forces across the academy 
to walk, jog or run in support of the 
magnificent and vital work undertaken 
by Centrepoint UK.  Our Sports Leaders 
and Charity and Enterprise Committee 
teamed up to help make this event 
happen and raise as much money for 
Centrepoint UK as they could in the first 
few weeks of the new academic year.  
In the weeks leading up to the event 
students have raised money through 
the use of sponsorship sheets as well as 
holding their very own cake sales.

The day of our ‘Lap for Life’ acted as a 
shining example of the true spirit and 
ethos of the community of St Paul’s 
Academy.  Teaming up side by side, 
beginning in the Sports Hall, staff and 
students enjoyed taking part in an 
energetic warm-up before engaging 
in either a walking or running route 
around the school campus.  The smiles, 
laughter and enjoyment clearly evident 
from all participants as they made 
their way around the route ensured a 
fantastic atmosphere was created and 
sustained throughout the duration 
of the event which this year was held 
earlier in our fundraising calendar.

This warm, caring atmosphere and 
feeling of togetherness is a thread that 
has echoed throughout the hallways of 

St Paul’s Academy in the weeks leading 
up to ‘Lap for Life’ 2018.  Pupils listened 
intently to assemblies which informed 
them of the vital work of Centrepoint 
UK.  Pupils have gained a greater 
understanding of the causes of youth 
homelessness, the solutions as well as 
what we as a community can do to 
help tackle this ever growing crisis in 
our society.  As part of our SPAchieve 
programme, students have also worked 
towards enhancing awareness and 
understanding of youth homelessness 
amongst their peers.  Such an 
enhanced sense of awareness and 
understanding of the reasons behind 
their fundraising and the cause they are 
supporting has helped students to fully 
engage with our charity and enterprise 
initiatives, showing great empathy and 

selflessness as they endeavoured to 
raise as much money as possible in aid 
of Centrepoint UK.

As a school community, both staff and 
students across the Academy have 
managed to raise a magnificent total 
of £2,214.27 in aid of Centrepoint UK.  
In organising and delivering the event, 
Miss Duffy would like to thank staff, 
students and the wider community of 
St Paul’s Academy for their incredible 
support of our ‘Lap for Life’ event 
and fundraising initiatives.  This has 
been an incredible start to our charity 
and enterprise programme for this 
academic year and a trend which we as 
a school community wish to continue 
as the year unfolds.

Miss Duffy
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SPAchieve Programme 
September 2018 saw the launch of the 
SPAchieve Programme, a vocational 
alternative to the traditionally more 
academic curriculum offered at the 
Academy. The SPAchieve Programme 
aims to develop a range of skills 
and techniques, personal qualities 
and attitudes essential for students’ 
successful performance in education 
and in working life through both 
targeted interventions and the 
expansion of the vocational curriculum 
offer available to students. Volunteering 
and becoming Active Citizens is a 
central value which runs throughout all 
the SPAchieve programmes, with explicit 
links to V-Inspired and the Academy’s 
Enterprise specialism being developed.  

To date 204 students have benefited 
from the introduction of the SPAchieve 
Programme across the Academy in 
the first term of this academic year, 
with students taking part in a wide 
range of intervention programmes. In 
particular, the Academy has recognised 
the importance of early intervention, 
with a long-term focus being placed on 
working with Year 7 and Year 8 students. 

Key Stage 3

• Year 7 – Transition Programme
• Year 7 – Student NVR Programme
• Year 7 (Girls) – XLP
• Year 7 and 8 – Boxing 
• Year 7 – Peer mentoring 
• Year 8 – Growth Mindset 
• Year 8 – Photography 
• Year 8 – Vinspired 

Key Stage 4 

• Year 9 – Health + Wellbeing 
•  Year 9 – BTEC Citizenship 

(Timetabled)
• Year 9 – Hair + Beauty 
• Year 10 – My Murder Workshop 

The flagship programme of the 
SPAchieve Programme is in Year 9. 
Thirty-two Year 9s, as part of their 
timetabled curriculum options, 
are completing a Level 1 BTEC in 
Citizenship and Youth Organisations. 
In line with supporting the notion 
of vocational learning and offering 
a curriculum alternative to students, 
this course is 100% course work with 
no terminal exam. So far students 
have demonstrated their ability to 

work as a cohesive team helping to 
plan, promote and take part in the 
Academy’s “Sleepout” and “Lap for 
Life” in aid of Youth Homelessness 
Charity Centrepoint, UK this Autumn 
Term. Students created an interactive 
educational display on the issues 
surrounding Youth Homelessness 
for the Academy’s Open Day. The 
feedback received from visiting 
families was a credit to the students 
and the highlight of their visit for 
many. Alongside their continued 
support of the Academy’s fundraising 
efforts and completion of a secret 
Christmas project, students have also 
been learning the invaluable skills 
required to perform CPR and Mouth 
to Mouth resuscitation. Over the 
course of the Spring Term students 
will be passing on these invaluable 
skills by teaching all Year 7 and Year 8 
students how to perform CPR. 

The SPAchieve Programme will 
continue to develop and expand in 
2019 with plans already in place to 
further support our students and their 
journey through secondary education.

Tate Modern
I was first introduced to the work of 
Anni Albers by Miss Okang. I was not 
familiar with her work and found the 
clean lines and subtle colours quite 
appealing. When I found out that there 
was an exhibition of her work at the Tate 
Modern, it was vital that I take as many 
Textiles students as possible.

On 28th November a group of 25 
students took the train to London 
Bridge and a scenic walk (thanks Harry 
and Jerusalem!) to the gallery. We had 
lunch and then descended upon the 
exhibition. Although access to the 
gallery is free, some of the exhibitions 
are not. The cost to see this exhibition 
was borne by the students and I take 
this as an indication of how our students 
are keen to do well and take advantage 
of any opportunity to do so.

Throughout the day I had many 
meaningful conversations with different 

students all centred on how they could 
link what they had seen to their work. 
It was inspiring to see students making 
these contextual links.

One visit is clearly not enough and I am 
already trying to plan when we can take 
Year 10 again early in the spring. I am 

giving fair warning to Mrs. O’Farrell, Mrs. 
Sansom and Mr. Mayne!

Oh, and Miss Okang? That would be 
Eleora in Year 11.  Which just goes to 
prove that teaching and learning goes 
both ways.



A Night At The Movies
On the evening of the 30th November, 
the cast of ‘A Night at The Movies’ took to 
the stage to perform songs, dances and 
scenes from movies past and present.

This celebration of talent included 
many superb acts such as Fikayo 
Opedo singing a breath-taking 
rendition of ‘Kissing You’ from Baz 
Luhrmann’s version of Romeo and 
Juliet; Esosa Uworuya performed an 
exhilarating and rhythmic version of 
‘Eye of the Tiger’ from Rocky; the Choir 

sang and danced a powerful version 
of ‘This is Me’ from the hit fi lm The 
Greatest Showman, with the whole 
evening hilariously tied together by the 
compares Phoebe Vaughn and 
Chizoba Onyejiuwa.

The aforementioned are only to name a 
few of many performers who made the 
show such a success. Well done and thank 
you to all students and staff  involved, for 
their hard work and dedication. 

Mrs Solley

51 Finchale Road, Abbey Wood,
London, SE2 9PX

Tel: 020 8311 3868
www.stpaulsacademy.org.uk

Term & Holiday Dates:
2018 – 2019

Autumn Term

Wednesday, 5th September
(Year 7 only return)

Thursday, 6th September
(Year 8 – 11 return)

Friday, 21st December

Autumn Half Term

Monday, 22nd October
Friday, 26th October

Spring Term

Monday, 7th January
Thursday, 11th April

Spring Half Term

Monday, 18th February
Friday, 22nd February

Summer Term

Monday, 29th April
Friday, 19th July

Summer Half Term

Monday, 27th May
Friday, 31st May

Wanted: a sponsor
for our Sports Teams

If you can help, please contact
Ozan Akif: Assistant Principal

ozan.akif@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk
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