
Prayer Calendar for 

Advent 2020



During Advent we long for, prepare and keep watch for  
Christ. Each Sunday a candle is lit acknowledging what gifts 
the birth of Christ brings to us.

God of all time and of this moment help us to make a 
good Advent journey and that we may be ready to rejoice 
at the birth of Jesus. Grant us the gifts of Advent, hope in 
you, beyond our fears, peace that brings healing, joy that 
we can trust in your word, and love for one another, so 
that we may reflect Christ’s light into your world. Amen.  AH

Advent 2020



PATTERN OF MORNING PRAYER

1. SIGN OF THE CROSS AND MORNING OFFERING  

2. THE LORD’S PRAYER/OUR FATHER 
3. SLIDE FOR THE DAY FROM ADVENT CALENDAR
4. PRAYER FOR OUR WORLD (THEN OPTIONAL CLASS 
PRAYERS).
5. ST. PAUL’S ACADEMY PRAYER 
6. SIGN OF THE CROSS

PATTERN FOR EVENING PRAYER 
1. SIGN OF THE CROSS
2. PRAY THE ACADEMY END OF DAY PRAYER 
3. SIGN OF THE CROSS



MORNING PRAYER

Sign of the Cross: 
All: In the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Morning Offering:
ALL: GRACIOUS GOD I OFFER YOU THIS DAY 
HELP ME TO LIVE IT WELL AMEN.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

ALL: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN,
HALLOWED BE THY NAME;
THY KINGDOM COME THY WILL BE DONE
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD;
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO 
TRESPASS AGAINST US;
AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. AMEN 

Image of God 
as a loving 
parent. Take 
time to study 
the shadow 
of the image



Mon 30th November 
A Prayer for St Andrew’s Day                     
Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland.

God, our loving Creator, St Andrew 

introduced Peter, and the little boy with 

loaves and fishes, to Jesus.                    

May we be like Andrew in sharing 

friendship and hospitality.                              

May we live in faithfulness to Jesus’ 

path of justice, love & peace.

May the people of Scotland and of all 

nations be places where everyone 

matters, everyone is respected, and 

the dignity of each is person is 

assured.  Churches Together in Scotland 

Andrew said to his brother                                                 

Simon Peter,  

“We have found the 

Messiah!” and he led Peter to 

Jesus.

St. Andrew, pray for us that 

we may become true 

followers of Jesus like you 

and Simon Peter. Amen. 



Instructions for using the Advent Calendar 2020

Click the date on the Nativity slide and the 

day’s slide will appear. 

Click on the slide several times  for the 

content of the day to appear. 

Click on Nativity scene in the corner of 

date slide to return to calendar  

Move to next slide for Academy prayer etc.



1

2 3

4

5

8

7

6

9

10

11

12

13

14

1516

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

3



God of hope and mercy, united in prayer with our global family,

we ask for the ability to slow and  prevent the spread of C19 in our world.

We pray for our sisters and brothers who are affected everywhere,

especially those in poor communities without healthcare.

Heal the sick, give eternal life to those who have died

and bring consolation to families who have lost loved ones.

Help all who lead to make wise decisions for the good of everyone.

We pray that vaccines to protect and medicines to heal will be found

quickly.

Hold us all in your merciful love. Amen. AH adpt

Based on a prayer from the Bishops of Africa and Madagascar



ST PAUL’S ACADEMY PRAYER

May we make St. Paul’s a community                    
of welcome where each person is 
recognized and valued.                                                              
May we encourage a lifelong search 
towards truth.                                                       
May we heed God’s call to be justice 
makers and invite each person to 
become all that they might be. 
Amen. 
AH

AH.



END OF MORNING PRAYER

Sign of the Cross: 
All: In the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



END OF DAY PRAYER

Sign of the Cross: 
All: In the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.





Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord 
and may perpetual light shine upon 
them, may they rest in peace.  Amen.   
May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace.  Amen.



FINISH END OF DAY PRAYER

Sign of the Cross: 
All: In the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



1st December

We are waiting for the God of 

Compassion

The Lord has compassion for 

those who respect him, as a 

parent has compassion for 

their children. Psalm 103:13

Compassionate God, draw close to those who are 

living with HIV and to their loved ones. We pray for 

those who have been orphaned or bereaved  due to 

HIV, may we bring them support and consolation.

We pray that governments, health authorities and 

charities may work together to prevent and treat 

HIV across our world. Amen

World day for the eradication of HIV/AIDS virus



2nd December We are waiting for the God of 

Light
God is light and in God 

there is no shadow at all.  

1John 1:5

Into our fears:  Lord, bring your light!

Into the gloom:  Lord, shine brightly!

In the dreariness: Lord, make us radiant!

In the shadows: Lord, stand with us!  Amen.



3rd December We are waiting for the God of 

Peace
Jesus said, ‘I leave you peace, 

my peace I give you.

I do not give it to you 

as the world does.

So do not let your hearts 

be troubled or afraid.  

John 14:27

God of peace, forgive our intolerance, 

hatred and desire for power.

Help us to speak against conflict and war 

across the world  and in our own lives too.

Inspire us to work for peace. Amen.



4th December
We are waiting for the God of 

Hope
Be joyful because you have 

hope. Be patient when trouble 

comes, and pray at all times.  

Romans 12:12

Keep hope alive in us, God of all hope! 

Help us to remain positive, even through the difficult times.

Teach us to see the good,  even when all seems challenging.

May we be bearers of Good News by loving one another and 

encouraging one another in kindness. Keep hope alive in us!

Amen.



5th December

We are waiting for the God of all 

Life
Jesus said: ‘I came to give life 

– life in all its fullness.  

John 10:10

God of all life, we thank you! for the wonder of creation which 

sometimes astounds us, even if we often take it  for granted.

Help us to stop and think today about the awesomeness of life      

so that we may really respect and celebrate the gift of our own 

lives. Amen.



6th December
We are waiting for the God of  

Wonder
Unto us a child is given who will be  

responsible for saving God’s people.  

And he will be called Prince of Peace,

wonderful counsellor,  almighty God.                               
Isaiah 9:6

God of awesome wonder –

We have so many things to thank you 

for, especially the generous love of 

Mary who carried Jesus in her body.  In 

saying ‘yes’ to you, She opened the 

world to your love. Help us to say ‘yes’ 

to you in our lives and teach us the gift 

of wonder for all that surrounds us. 

Amen



7th December

We are waiting for the God of 

Justice
Jesus said: ‘What makes you think 

God won't step in and work justice 

for the people who cry out for 

help? Won't God stick up for 

them?  I assure you, God will not 

drag his feet’   Luke 18:7

Where oppression reigns                             

let me act for justice.

When things are unequal              

let me speak for fairness.

When people are troubled 

help me to ease their fears.

And if I treat others unjustly 

Lord, open my eyes. Amen.



8th December
We are waiting for the God of 

Kinship
The angel said to Mary: Do not 

be afraid Mary, for you have 

found favour with God. And 

you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus.

God of all creation 

For you, nothing is impossible.

Like Mary, help us to make 

Christ present in our world by 

the way in which we respond to 

you in the lives of others. Amen.



9th December We are waiting for the God of                                

Healing
Some people brought a man 

who could not hear nor speak 

to Jesus to heal him. Taking 

him aside Jesus put his 

fingers in the man's ears and 

on the man’s tongue. Jesus  

prayed and then  commanded, 

“Ephphatha! – Open up!”  The 

man's hearing was clear and 

his speech plain.

Matthew 7:31-32

A touch,  a word…

a gesture or a command...

In many different ways you came 

to bring the gift of healing to your 

people. Heal us also, that we may 

help each other to be comfortable 

as our true selves.

We pray for those who work to 

bring healing to our world giving 

thanks for their skill and 

generosity. Amen.



10th December
We are waiting for the God 

of  Simplicity
Jesus called the Twelve 

and commissioned them 

to preach the good news 

of God’s kingdom and heal 

the sick.  He said, ‘Do not 

load yourselves up with 

things.  Keep it simple.’

Luke 9:2-3

God of all abundance 

may we learn what is of 

true value. Teach us to 

live simply upon the 

Earth that others may 

simply live.



11th December We are waiting for the God of 

Mercy
The Lord does great things; 

God’s miracles are unforgettable. 

Lord is kind and merciful.

Psalm 111

Forgive us for our failure 

to show mercy:

to the sick and suffering                                          

to those living in poverty;

to the fearful and the 

isolated;

to those without hope;

to our sisters and brothers 

who feel unloved and 

uncared for.

In the light of your merciful  

love help us change our 

hearts and minds. Amen.



12th December We are waiting  for the God of 

Good News
Jesus read the scroll of Isaiah. 

“God's Spirit is on me; he’s 

chosen me to preach the 

Message of good news to the 

poor, sent me to announce 

pardon to prisoners and 

recovery of sight to the blind, 

to set the burdened and 

battered free, to announce, 

“This is God's year to act!” Luke 4

Good or bad, Happy or sad,

Optimistic or pessimistic, 

Open to or closed from,

Visionary or myopic, 

Hopeful or down hearted,                    

helping or harming,

Forgiving or resentful,

Lord, life is full of choices.

Help us to choose you in 

each of them.  Amen



13th December We are waiting  for the God of 

Love
Jesus said: ‘I give you a new 

command: love each other. 

You must love each other 

as I have loved you.’

John 13:34

Love each other 

as I have loved you…

Your words are a challenge, 

Jesus, since we know how 

difficult it can be to love.

But help us, we pray,

to see your words as an 

opportunity - an opportunity                                        

to dare to love others,                       

even those we’d rather not.

May your healing love warm 

our hearts this Advent, so to 

bring happiness and 

goodness to each other.



14th December
We are waiting for the God of 

Surprises
The angel assured her, 

“Mary, you have nothing to fear.  

You will become pregnant 

and give birth to a son 

and call his name Jesus.”

Luke 1:32-33 

God of surprises, 

you changed the world

when you were born 

in a Bethlehem stable.

Surprise us now 

by being born again 

in our lives this Advent.

We pray that we’ll have                                 

strong faith that is able                          

to move mountains 

and change attitudes.

Surprise us, Lord, with your  

wisdom and love!

Amen.



15th December
We are waiting  for the God of 

Encouragement
Mary said to Elizabeth:

“I’m the most fortunate 

woman on earth! 

What God has done for me 

will never be forgotten               

…The starving poor sat 

down to a banquet; the 

callous rich were left out in 

the cold…   It’s exactly what 

he promised...” Luke 1:46-55 

God, we praise you!

You do such great things for us, 

filling us with life and energy,

giving us such potential to shine.

Bless us as we look to the future,

help us as we try to live simply

to recognise that we are serving 

you and our brothers and sisters.



16th December
We are waiting for the God of 

Generosity
The Lord is righteous 

And loves good deeds;

Those who do them

will live in God’s presence.

Psalm 11:7

God, we praise you!

You do such great things for us,

We thank you for all the 

wonderful people in our lives 

and for the love and inspiration 

they bring us. May we reflect 

your glory and inspire others  

by the way we live. Amen



17th December
We are waiting  for the God of 

Friendship
And you are my friends if 

you do what I command 

you. I do not call you 

servants any longer, 

because servants do not 

know what their master is 

doing. I call you friends 

because I have told you 

everything I have learnt 

from my Father.

John 15:14-15

God, we praise you!

You do such great things for us. 

We thank you for the gift of 

friendship, we may treasure our  

friends and be appreciative 

of all those that bring nurture 

and kindness to our lives. Amen.



18th December We are waiting for the God 

of  Courage
So do not be afraid of 

people. Whatever is now 

covered up will be 

uncovered, and every 

secret will be made 

known. Matthew 10:26

We pray, Lord for all who                 

need courage today:

For those who face danger

For those who risk themselves 

to protect and save others;

For those who must make

an important decision today;

For people who are seriously ill;

For those facing persecution.

We ask you, Lord, to give them 

strength to live by what they 

believe in. Amen



19th December We are waiting for the God 

of Celebration
At that time Jesus, filled with 

the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

said, “God of heaven and 

earth! I thank you because 

you have hidden these things 

from the wise and learned, 

and revealed them to little 

children. Yes, Father, for this 

is what you were pleased to 

do. Luke 10:21

Dear God, we praise you!

You are the source of all 

wisdom and holiness.

Bless each one of us

as we end this term together.

Help us to grow towards you

as we celebrate the birth of 

Christ Jesus.  Amen



20th December
We are waiting for                                       

the God of Promise
I make this covenant with you:    

I promise that you will be the 

ancestor of many nations.           

I will keep my promise to you 

and to your descendants in 

future generations as an 

everlasting covenant. Genesis

Lord, you are the Light

of all nations. You are                        

our hope and our peace.

As we wait for the promise 

of Christmas may we 

remember all the great 

promises that you have 

made to your people.



21st December
We are waiting for 

the God of 

Understanding
Jesus said, “come to 

me, all you that are 

weary and carrying 

heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest.

Matthew 11:28

Merciful and loving God,

You invite us to help you to 

build your realm here,

A realm of peace, gentleness, 

and understanding. May we 

learn your ways so that our 

work serves you well. Amen



22nd December
We are waiting for the God of 

Forgiveness
Get rid of all bitterness, 

and unjust anger. No more 

shouting or insults, no more 

hateful feelings of any sort. 

Instead be kind and tender-

hearted to one another, and 

forgive one another as God 

has forgiven you through 

Christ.

Ephesians 4:31-32
God, we praise you!

You do such great things for us,

Help us to understand we are 

serving you when we forgive our 

brothers and sisters as we have 

been forgiven by you. 



23rd December
We are waiting for the God 

of Unity
So there is no difference 

between Jews and 

Gentiles, between slaves 

and free people, between 

men and women; you are 

all one in union with 

Christ Jesus. Galatians 3

Lord Jesus, The angels who 

announced your birth sang of 

peace; and Mary your mother 

treasured their words in her 

heart. Today we strive to bring 

about a world where all people 

live united by love, free from the 

threat of violence and war.

May we be lovers of peace,

and creators of hope.

We long for the time when those 

who go hungry are filled with 

good things, when the rich 

know their duty and the lowly 

are raised high. Amen



24th December We are waiting for the God 

of Joy
The angel said to the 

shepherds, ‘Do not be afraid, 

I bring you news of great joy. 

Today a saviour has been 

born to you, he is Christ the 

Lord.’ Luke 2:12 

We pray with joy.  Remind us 

why we celebrate and who we 

celebrate. As Jesus is born in 

Bethlehem, we pray that he 

may be born into our hearts 

once more, and that we may 

take the good news to 

everyone we meet.  Amen.


