


17 July 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we close the gates on an extraordinary Summer term, I write to you with a deep sense of pride in what we have achieved together, and an unwavering determination for the future of St. Paul’s Academy.
This term has been a showcase of the talent, spirit, and resilience of our school community. From our Year 11 students completing their GCSEs and celebrating at their Prom, to our Year 10s showing incredible focus during their mock exams, academic rigour has remained high. We celebrated our faith with a beautiful, courtyard Feast Day service for Saint Paul, watched our students shine at the St. Benedict’s Trust Art Exhibition, competed fiercely at Sports Day at the Erith Sports Centre, and saw our pupils grow through residentials in Kent and Wales.
Furthermore, we navigated a rigorous two-day Ofsted inspection. I am incredibly proud of how our staff and students united to showcase the rapid, positive transformation taking place here. We look forward to sharing the official Ofsted report with you when it is formally published in September.
High Expectations: Our Return in September 2026
To build on this momentum, we are raising the bar. We want our students to arrive with a mindset ready for exceptional focus and success. Please note the staggered return-to-school schedule for the start of the autumn term:
· Thursday 3rd September 	(8:20am arrival) Year 7 and Year 11 only.
· Friday 4th September 		(8:20am arrival) Year 10.
· Friday 4th September 		(9:00am arrival) Year 8 and Year 9.
Please ensure your child arrives promptly at their designated time, ready to learn.
Uncompromising Standards: Uniform Expectations
An essential part of our drive for excellence is how our students present themselves. Wearing our uniform with pride shows unity, respect, and readiness for a disciplined school day. From September, there is an absolute expectation that all students will be in full school uniform, including plain black school shoes (no trainers).
To support identity and belonging across the year groups, students must wear their specific, colour-coded St. Paul's Academy tie:
· Year 7: 	Purple Tie
· Year 8:		Blue Tie
· Year 9: 	Green Tie
· Year 10: 	Yellow Tie
· Year 11: 	Red Tie
Important Purchasing Information
There are only two compulsory branded items required for our uniform: the school blazer and the year-group tie. Both must be purchased via our official Direct Clothing store, which can be linked directly from the school website.
To support our families, our new Pre-Loved Uniform Section will go live this September, allowing parents to purchase high-quality, gently used blazers and school jumpers at a reduced cost.
Walking Forward Together
Every child who walks through our doors is unique, cherished, and full of potential. We will never apologize for keeping our expectations high, because we know that all of our students and families are, truly, God’s Work of Art.
Thank you for your tireless support of your children, our staff, and the wider school community. I wish you all a safe, restful, and blessed summer break. We look forward to welcoming you back to a transformative new academic year.
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Mr A Innocent
Principal
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