GCSE Music
Revision

This booklet will help you prepare for success in your
Music PPE2 and final GCSE. Read it all. Do it all.
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Introduction

So here’s the plan.

Your music GCSE has three components: Performing, Composing and Appraising (the exam). We aim to maximise
your score on each.

To make sure you’re hitting all your targets, your personal learning checklist (PLC) includes everything you need to
do, submit and revise. Check it at the end of every music lesson.

Two things a most important:

1. Practice. Every. Day.
2. Meet composition deadlines.




Performing and Composing (60% together)

You must get these right. 60% is a big deal.

We are putting major effort into helping you submit the best possible work ahead of your exam.

Performing
You should work with your instrumental tutor to identify and prepare your 2 pieces.

To get a great performance, you must practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise
practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise
practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise
practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise practise
practise.

| hope that is clear.

Composing
This can be tricky, but you have already made a great start. Take full advantage of the support given:

e After-school intensive composition support
e Friday double lessons

e Drop down day (tbc)

e Easter holiday session (tbc)

And use your PLC!

Key Dates

Make sure you know what needs to be done and by when.

Friday 7th March PPE2 Component 1 & 2 Submission Deadline
Friday 14" March PPE2 Component 3 Exam

Monday 14 April GCSE Component 1 & 2 Final Submission Deadline
Monday 16" June GCSE Component 3 Final Exam



"Music expresses that which cannot be said and on
which it is impossible to be silent.” Victor Hugo




Personal Learning Checklist (PLC)

Use this checklist to ensure you are prepared for all PPE2 components. The same work (after improvements) will
be submitted for your finals.

Component 1: Performing (30%)

Topic/Task Description v Notes/Comments
Solo Piece Title agreed with tutor

Rehearsed, ready to record

Recorded and submitted

Score/lead sheet submitted

Authentication form signed

Ensemble Piece Title agreed with tutor
Rehearsed, ready to record
Recorded and submitted
Score/lead sheet submitted
Authentication form signed

Component 2: Composing (30%)

Topic/Task Description v « Notes/Comments
Set Brief & Free Recording mp3 complete
Brief

Score or detailed written
description and lead sheet

Composition log

Component 3: Appraising (40%)

Topic/Task Description v Notes/Comments
Musical Elements Know MAD TSHIRT!!! By heart

Forms and Devices Key forms and devices used in
classical music.

Music for Ensemble Study of texture and roles
within ensembles.

Film Music Understanding music's role and
construction in film.
Popular Music Exploration of genres and

technological impacts in
popular music.

Set Works Know Toto Africa and
Badinerie KO



Practice Questions
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Exercise that brain!

For the exam, your questions will all be based on the music you
hear in the room.

Here are some questions to help you brush up on your knowledge.
Use your CGP Revision Guide to help you answer them. Ask me
anytime. | would be very pleased to be stopped in the corridor
with one of these questions! Pay attention to the emboldened
command words.

What are the characteristics of the music of the Romantic period?

List three primary roles of the rhythm section in a rock band.

Explain the sonata form and its importance in classical music compositions.

What is a trill and how is it notated in musical scores?

Describe the difference between crescendo and decrescendo.

What are the characteristics of African music that can be identified in Toto's "Africa"?
How does improvisation feature in jazz music?

What musical era is Bach's "Badinerie" from, and what are its defining features?
Identify the function of a conductor in a live performance.

. What is a leitmotif, and how is it used in film music?

. Explain the difference between legato and staccato articulations.

. How has digital technology influenced the way music is produced in the 21st century?
. Describe the texture of polyphonic music.

. What is syncopation, and how is it used in music?

. How does a cadenza differ from a typical solo passage in classical music?

. Discuss the use of dynamics in creating mood and contrast within a piece.

. What are the key elements of Baroque music found in Bach's "Badinerie"?

. How do major and minor scales differ emotionally and structurally?

. What role does the bass play in establishing harmony and rhythm in rock music?
. Explain the concept of theme and variations in music.




Model Exam Answer

Here’s an example of a 10-mark question and how to answer it for full marks.

You should use musical vocabulary in your answer.
In your answer refer to:

(i) musical elements
(i) the purpose and intention of the music as outlined above
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(c) The film is about a tough and intelligent police detective who is determined to catch a |
criminal. Explain how the music introduces both the action and excitement of the story.
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Typed version

The music introduces the character of a hero by using brass for the melody, as this is associated with heroism and
being God-like. The piece also has a major tonality, which emphasizes the idea of heroism as major tonality
sounds gallant. The second part of the extract is played at vivace tempo, giving an energetic feel, which suits a
superhero. Timpani is also used to emphasize as do the strings playing on offbeat chords on the first note leading
to a perfect cadence in the main theme, which adds to the feel of heroism. The melody is disjunct and has soaring
minor second leaps, which is suitable for a heroic character. The dynamics are forte, which creates excitement, as
do crescendos in this action-filled piece. The heroic feel is further enhanced as the texture is used to harmonize
diatonically with the melody, giving the piece a harmonic and symphonic feel—ideal for a superhero. A pedal
note is used on the tonic to harmonize with the trumpets as well, which again, alongside cymbal crashes.

Knowledge Organisers

These lay out the key knowledge for each area of study.

They are already shared on Google Classroom. Paper copies always available in the classroom.
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Revision cards

Use these for quick recognition of symbols below (the low hanging fruit we talked about) get paper version from
me.

e N w/ \/——W/—\/——W

Name that note — excellent game
https://www.richmanmusicschool.com/products/name-that-note

Here’s a fun digial version of the revision cards: https://music-theory-
practice.com/key-signatures/key-signature-flashcards

Music Theory: https://www.musictheory.net/lessons

Edugas Quiz: https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2019-20/int19-

-HG ﬂg E_é M 20 1-5/edugas/unit01/01-musical-terms.html

Walkthrough of exam paper: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vTuZ0Is65k

Score reading: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGyVIDZps2Q

Circle of fifths: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apVp-x-SzNo

Official Exam Guides

Student guides from Eduqas: Component 1; Component 2; Component 3
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https://www.richmanmusicschool.com/products/name-that-note
https://music-theory-practice.com/key-signatures/key-signature-flashcards
https://music-theory-practice.com/key-signatures/key-signature-flashcards
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2019-20/int19-20_1-5/eduqas/unit01/01-musical-terms.html
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2019-20/int19-20_1-5/eduqas/unit01/01-musical-terms.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vTuZ0ls65k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGyVIDZps2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apVp-x-SzNo
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/EWT/2021-22/Eduqas/Eduqas%20GCSE%20Music%20Component%201%20NEAWT%20final.pptx
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/EWT/2021-22/Eduqas/Eduqas%20GCSE%20Music%20Component%202%20NEAWT%20final.pptx
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/EWT/19-20/Eduqas/Eduqas%20GCSE%20Music%20Exam%20guidance%20for%20students.pptx

Mdke Notes Here (no pun intended)
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This is the home straight.

The more you push, the more
you’ll love what you create,

and the better your outcome
will be.

9,

st PAUL'S ACADEMY
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